
 
 

January 29, 2009 
 
Dear AOCLE, 
 

RE: AOCLE Faculty Development Grant 
(Revised 2/16/08) 

 
The AOCLE supports a faculty development program for contact lens (CL) faculty 
at the North American Schools & Colleges of Optometry. The purpose of the 
program is to; 

1) encourage the development of CL faculty or CL programs for AOCLE 
member institutions; 

2) enhance the CL experience of optometry students in clinics or class; 
3) increase the use of AOCLE faculty members as a resource for faculty or 

program development between CL programs at AOCLE member 
institutions.  

 
Eligibility: CL programs or CL faculty at any of the North American 
Schools/Colleges of Optometry are eligible for this grant. The Program provides 
modest grants to; 

1) bring in an Instructor, typically a faculty member from another School or 
College of Optometry, to teach a new clinical skill or teaching technique 
to the CL faculty of the "host" institution; 

2) send a CL Faculty member to another College of Optometry, Clinic, or 
Institution to learn and bring back to the rest of the CL Faculty and Staff:  

a. a new skill 
b. a different clinical technique 
c. a different clinic organization plan 
d. a collaborative research plan 

 
Grant: The grant program;  

1) Can cover modest travel and basic lodging expenses 
2) Preference is given to applications that will potentially benefit a greater 

number of individual CL educators and/or CL programs 
3) This program is not designed to cover topics (and /or speakers) already 

supported by other programs, including industry-sponsored 
lectures/programs or the AAO CL Diplomate Section Speakers Bureau. 

4) This program is not designed to fund research projects, but may be used 
to allow AOCLE members from two or more AOCLE Institutions travel 
support to develop collaborative research proposals. This would be 
especially true if it provided training to the less experienced AOCLE 
participants. 

5) Hosting institutions that invite an instructor should provide 
documentation that funding was not available through other sources.  

 
Application: Grant applications should be submitted electronically to the AOCLE 
Chair and include the following;  

1) Goals related to faculty / program development 
2) Proposed benefits 
3) Agenda & activities 
4) Itemized budget proposal 

 
Deadline: All information must be received by March 1, 2009 for that fiscal year 
(July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010)  
 

Chair 
Etty Bitton, OD, MSc 
Université de Montréal 
École d’Optométrie 
Tel: (514) 343-7302 
Fax: (514) 343-2382 
etty.bitton@umontreal.ca 

 
Vice Chair 
Vinita Henry, OD 
University of Missouri, St. Louis 
College of Optometry 
Tel: (314) 516-6532 
Fax: (314) 516-6708 
vhenry@umsl.edu 

 
Treasurer 
John Corzine, OD 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Optometry 
Tel: (510) 643-2793 
Fax: (510) 643-5109 
corzine@berkeley.edu 

 
Secretary 
Bruce Morgan, OD 
Ferris State University 
Michigan College of Optometry 
Tel: (231) 591-2180 
Fax: (231) 591-2394 
morganb@ferris.edu 

 
Immediate Past Chair 
Ron Watanabe, OD 
New England College of Optometry 
Tel: (617) 266-2030 x 5249 
Fax: (617) 369-5056 
watanaber@neco.edu  
 
Communications 
John Mark Jackson, OD 
Southern College of Optometry 
Tel: (901) 722-3314 
Fax: (901) 722-3275 
jjackson@sco.edu 

Sue Kovacich, OD 
Indiana University 
School of Optometry 
Tel: (812) 855-5699 
Fax: (812) 855-1683 
skovach@indiana.edu 

Andrea Janoff, OD 
NOVA University 
School of Optometry 
Tel: (954) 262-1486 
Fax: (954) 262-1818 
janoffa@nova.edu 
 
Web Site 
aocle.org 



 
 

 
 

Judging: All applications will be reviewed by the AOCLE Executive Committee. 
Recipients will be notified soon after the AOCLE mid-year planning meeting in 
Mid-March. Successful grants are funded based on merit as the budget allows.  
 
Funding: A total budget, as determined by the Executive Committee, of  
$10,000.00 per year is available for the AOCLE Faculty Development Program. 
This amount will be divided up into smaller grants, depending on the incoming 
requests for that year. As a principle, several smaller grants would generally be 
preferable to one or two larger grants as more faculty, students, and institutions 
would benefit from the support. 

 
Summary Report: A one page written summary report of the completed project 
must be submitted to the AOCLE Chair. This summary will be presented at the 
annual business meeting &/or AOCLE newsletter. The report should include: 
a. Actual activities completed 
b. Outcomes: were proposed goals met? 
c. Impact: how will this improve CL education? 
 

 
The AOCLE is committed to fostering the highest levels of education in the area of 
cornea and contact lenses and supporting the faculty in these areas. The AOCLE 
Faculty Development Grant is in alignment with these goals and we hope that you 
consider applying for this grant. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

 
Etty Bitton 

 
 

 


